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Aim
To identify research addressing the cleansing of lap-

aroscopic instruments, particularly comparing clinical
outcomes for single-use versus reused instruments.

Conclusions and results

Thirteen articles (5 quasi-systematic reviews, 4 analytic
studies, and 4 observational studies) met the inclusion
criteria. Any risk associated with reprocessing instru-
ments has not been addressed by substantial research.
Reusable instruments are less expensive than disposable
instruments.

Methods

Aliterature search was conducted for articles in English
published between 1990 and 2010 in the following
databases: Cochrane Library, PubMed, EMBASE,
and INAHTA. Search terms were “laparoscopic in-
struments”, “endoscopic instruments”, “cleaning’,
“disinfection”, and “iatrogenic infection”. Included were
available systematic reviews, HTAs, and economicanal-
yses. If these were not available, we included the highest
quality and most recent available studies that reported
clinical outcomes. The searches captured 517 citations.

Further research/reviews required

No clinical trials were identified that would provide de-
finitive answers in the near future.
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